Critical Analysis Instructions for your research paper. – Research Paper
Your paper should be a minimum of 2000 words.  You are writing a critical analysis.  This means you are analyzing a work of literature and defending one or more related themes in the story. You will need sources.  Your primary source will be the work of literature you are using. Your secondary sources will come from the library database.
Your Outline, partial rough draft, and sources are due October 29, 2019
Final Rough Draft, and Annotated Bibliography are due for Peer Editing on November 5, 2019
Complete Rough Draft will be due on November 19, 2019
Your corrected rough draft will be due Final draft for corrections if desired. (OPTIONAL must have all previous writing assignments turned in on time). November Final draft is due November 19, 2019  
Choose a short story.  This can be from the text or elsewhere.  You may choose.  
1. If you have not done so, please notify your professor of your topic.
2. Start a file with your notes, drafts quotes etc.  Save everything here, until you have turned your paper in, and received a grade. 
3. You will need three sources: One primary and two secondary.
4. Read the story several of times, take notes on the story, make marks on the text, write down your thoughts. You will be using the text as evidence.
5. Read about the author.  Determine if the author’s history/life is relevant to the story. Consider the setting, time, place, events etc.
6. Consider the themes in the short story.  Can you prove this theme relevant or irrelevant?  
7. Before you go any further, decide for sure if this is the story you want to do.  You will be spending a great deal of time with this story.
8. Create a thesis topic.  This should include the title of the work, author’s name, the theme, the setting of the story.
9. Do brainstorming and outline.
10. Begin your rough draft.  Write as much as you can, you can take irrelevant information out during your editing process.
11. [bookmark: _GoBack]Final draft should be grammatically correct and formatted in the MLA style.  MLA formatting is a major part of your grade.  Take the time to check it, have it peer edited or reviewed in tutorials. Remember, I give extra credit for attending the Writing Lab and/or Tutorials in the library.
Students who attend TJC tutorials and/or visit the Writing Center will be given extra credit points on their essay.  Please note, the Writing Center is not tutoring, but is extremely beneficial to your final product, and highly recommended. 
I will be in the library on the first floor Thursday and by request on Tuesdays from 1:00 to 2:15 p.m.  If you want to meet another time, please let me know.  If I can be there to help, I will be there.  Take advantage of this opportunity.
patricia.ray@tjc.edu                                                                                                                   903-571-3684
